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Forum for Osteopathic Regulation in Europe 

Update: November 2014 

Welcome to the November edition of Update for members of FORE. This 

bulletin is designed to complement our meetings, providing news and features 

affecting osteopathic regulation in Europe 

Osteopathic developments in France 

In September this year a new law was agreed by the French Government, updating 

legislation on the accreditation of osteopathic schools in France. The following bullet points 

set out just some of the criteria that schools will need to fulfil in order to have the 

authorisation to provide training in osteopathy: 

 Osteopathic schools are part of the private higher education system, overseen by the 

Minister for Higher Education 

 Premises must be only dedicated to osteopathic education 

 The school dean must be an osteopath and hold a masters level in management, or 

have at least five years of management experience 

 Teachers must be osteopaths with at least five years experience or have graduated at a 

master level in education sciences, health, sciences or the relevant taught discipline 

 The academic team must consist of at least 50% osteopaths 

 Each student must complete at least 150 consultations with real patients by the end of 

their osteopathic education. 

 

Philippe Sterlingot, President of the SFDO and who has been involved in this process, said:  

“This development is very encouraging as we strive to establish consistency in standards of 

osteopathic education in France, but the work continues. The next step is a decree 

specifying osteopathic education standards and curricula.”  

 

This new regulation will take effect from September 2015. 

UK to consult on new CPD scheme 

The General Osteopathic Council (GOsC) will be consulting from January next year on a 

new continuing professional development scheme for osteopaths in the UK.  

 

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000029449275&dateTexte=&oldAction=dernierJO&categorieLien=id
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These proposals have been developed following a comprehensive programme of work 

with the profession and patients, to create a scheme that provides assurances to the 

public that osteopaths’ knowledge and skills are up to date and they are fit to practise. 

 

Similar to the current scheme, osteopaths will be required to carry out 30 hours of CPD per 

year (including 15 hours learning with others), but instead of an annual cycle, the new 

proposed scheme will operate on a three-year cycle (90 hours in all, with 45 hours learning 

with others). CPD will remain primarily self-directed, but will be required to include a 

number of mandatory elements including: 

 CPD covering the breadth of osteopathic practice 

 Activity around communication and consent 

 Feedback from patients or peers, and 

 A review with a colleague to discuss the osteopath’s CPD and practice at the end of 

the three-year CPD cycle. 

 

Tim Walker, GOsC Chief Executive said:  

“We have taken this approach because we feel that how osteopaths demonstrate that 

they should remain on our register should be focused on what they are doing to improve 

their practice rather than simply testing them against basic standards for registration.” 

 

The consultation runs from January-31 May 2015.  

EU institutional developments 

New EU Commissioners 

The new European Commission began work on 1 November this year and will be in post 

until 2019. Key Commission appointments for FORE members include: 

 Vytenis Andriukaitis (Lithuania): Commissioner for Health and Food Safety 

 Elżbieta Bieńkowska (Poland): Commissioner for the Internal Market, Industry, 

Entrepreneurship and SMEs 

 Marianne Thyseen (Belgium): Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and 

Labour Mobility  

 Vera Jourova (Czech Republic): Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender 

Equality 

 Carlos Moedas (Portugal): European Commissioner for Research, Science and 

Innovation. 

European Parliament elections 

Following the European elections held earlier this year, 751 MEPs took their seats in 

Parliament in July.  

 

Of particular interest to FORE members, the Chair of the Internal Market and Consumer 

Protection Committee is Vicky Ford MEP (ECR, UK), and the Chair of the Committee on 

Environment, Health and Food Safety is Giaovanni La Via (EPP, Italy). 
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Italian EU Presidency 

Italy took over the six-month rotating presidency of the EU on 1 July this year. The single 

market is the top priority for Italy, as well as reaching an agreement on a proposed data 

protection Regulation. Latvia takes over the Presidency from January next year, followed 

by Luxembourg in July 2015. 

CEN update 

The draft European Standard on Osteopathic Healthcare Provision is currently being 

prepared for the formal vote among CEN members, expected in February-April 2015. 

Thereafter the definitive text will be prepared, before publication in July 2015. However, the 

Standard will not come into force until January 2016.  

 

FORE members are strongly encouraged to take part in the formal vote, and encourage 

relevant colleagues to do so. 

Health professional mobility in Europe 

The European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies has published a book on health 

professional mobility in Europe. Part of an EU-funded research project, this report examines 

the impact of the economic crisis and EU enlargements on health professional mobility.   

Healthcare Professionals Crossing Borders 

FORE belongs to the Healthcare Professionals Crossing Borders (HPCB) network which brings 

together regulators (commonly referred to as 'competent authorities') and registering 

bodies to develop an agreement on how to share information about healthcare 

professionals moving across Europe. This is particularly challenging for professions, such as 

osteopathy, which is not widely regulated. More information about HPCB and its initiatives is 

available here.  

Around the world 

OIA conference 2014 

The papers and presentations from the latest conference of the Osteopathic International 

Alliance (OIA) are available at: http://wp.oialliance.org/events/annual-conference 

New OIA Member Benefit  

As a Partner Member of the OIA, FORE has access to the OIA’s International Osteopathic 

Speakers Bureau. This resource provides access to experts in all areas of the osteopathic 

profession, from education and regulation, to practice and continuing education, as well 

as association development and expanding membership. These experts can be available 

to speak at conferences, to your organisation and elsewhere.  

Global Osteopathic Report 

Produced by the OIA, A Global View of Practice, Patients, Education and the Contribution 

to Healthcare Delivery, describes the current state of the osteopathic profession globally 

and how it functions within national health delivery systems across a range of countries. It 

brings together data from a range of international sources including a survey of 

international practice and a census of covering 33 countries. Download the Report for free, 

or order printed copies from the OIA. 

  

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/248343/Health-Professional-Mobility-in-a-Changing-Europe.pdf?ua=1&dm_i=CUG,2U73U,BJMHK4,ABAY3,1
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/248343/Health-Professional-Mobility-in-a-Changing-Europe.pdf?ua=1&dm_i=CUG,2U73U,BJMHK4,ABAY3,1
http://www.hpcb.eu/about_us/
http://wp.oialliance.org/events/annual-conference
http://wp.oialliance.org/speakers-bureau
http://wp.oialliance.org/speakers-bureau
http://wp.oialliance.org/resources/oia-status-report
http://wp.oialliance.org/resources/oia-status-report
http://www.oialliance.org/
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Upcoming Events 

FORE’s next meeting 

Our next meeting will take place on 16-17 May 2015 in Milan – more details to follow shortly. 

Topics for consideration are likely to include a new FORE strategy and action plan, the 

practical implementation of CEN, including the development of public information leaflets, 

and regulatory updates. If you have any agenda items, please contact the Secretariat.  

Fourth International Congress on Professional and Occupational Regulation 

25-26 June 2015: Council on Licensure, Enforcement & Regulation (CLEAR) International 

Congress on Professional and Occupational Regulation. For more information see 

http://www.clearhq.org/event-1762466 

Institute of Osteopathy Convention 

Following this year’s successful Convention in October, the Institute of Osteopathy is inviting 

proposals for presentations at its 2015 Convention. You can complete a proposal form 

online at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MJ9NP79 or email Matthew Rogers at: 

matthew@osteopathy.org for more information. The deadline for submissions is 28 February 

2015, and the Convention will take place on 20–22 November next year. 

Upcoming OIA Meetings  

 In conjunction with the American Academy of Osteopathy’s Convocation, “Life in 

Motion”, 11-15 March, 2015 in Louisville, Kentucky 

 The 2015 Conference will be held on 25-27 September, in conjunction with Osteopathy 

Quebec in Montreal, Canada 

 The 2016 Conference and AGM will be co-hosted by the American Osteopathic 

Association in conjunction with their annual convention on 18-20 October in Anaheim, 

California, USA. 

And questions? 

If you have any questions about osteopathic regulation, and want to know how FORE 

might be able to help you, please get in touch. And, if you wish to share your views on this 

newsletter and/or contribute to future issues, we would be pleased to hear from you.  

Thank you for your support and we look forward to hearing from you 
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Tel: +44 207 357 6655 x245 

Email: foresecretariat@osteopathy.org.uk 

Website: www.forewards.eu 
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